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							Supporting ORCA doesn’t only mean becoming a member or volunteering
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						Become a member
					

											
							Supporting ORCA as a member is a way everyone can help to protect the ocean.
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								Become a citizen scientist and help protect whales and dolphins
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							Looking out for whales and dolphins
						

						
							Get involved with whales and dolphins
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							Whale & dolphin Sightings
						

						
							Over 25 different species of whales and dolphins have been recorded in UK waters, and we are learning more about them every day. Collecting this evidence enables us to make a stronger case for protection where it is non-existent or insufficient
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							Make a donation
						

						
							Much of our support comes through single donations that are an essential part of funding our work. Donate and help make a difference
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							How are we making an impact?
						

						
							With nearly 30 years of marine conservation expertise behind us, ORCA contributes to a number of high-level global conservation initiatives
						

						
		
	
		
	

					

																								
																							
																							
				
					
						
							Get involved
						

						
							Take a look at the many opportunities for individuals and businesses to actively help our efforts
						

						
		
	
		
	

					

																								
																							
																							
				
					
						
							Become one of our citizen scientists
						

						
							How to sign up to our active conservation programme and help protect whales and dolphins
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					Marine wildlife within reach on an ORCA Sea Safari
				

				The Bay of Biscay is one of the top five places to see whales and dolphins, and it’s on our doorstep. 

Our experienced guides will help you spot the magnificent creatures that inhabit these waters, such as fin whales, countless dolphins and elusive beaked whales.
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						Some of the species that you may see on your Sea Safari
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									Common dolphin (Delphinus delphis)
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									Fin whale (Balaenoptera physalus)
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									Cuvier's beaked whale (Ziphius cavirostris)
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									Striped dolphin (Stenella coeruleoalba)
								

							

											

				

			

		

	


	
	


	
		
							
											
							Our work explained
						

																
							ORCA believes that the best way to protect our whales and dolphins is by identifying areas where they’re vulnerable and to undertake long-term monitoring and study of these habitats. 

By doing this, we can evidence adverse impact, and protect these environments by changing the way they are used. These impacts include shipping, fishing, noise pollution and marine litter. 


						

									

																																								
									
						
							How ORCA makes a difference
						
					

									

	



	
		
			The State of Cetaceans
		

		
			Our annual State of Cetaceans report (SOC) is a respected and authoritative snapshot of whale and dolphin populations, compiled from tens of thousands of kilometres of survey effort collected by our volunteer Marine Mammal Surveyor workforce and in-house Ocean Conservationists. The global sea regions surveyed include the Atlantic, Pacific, Arctic and Southern Oceans and the Mediterranean Sea.
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					Threats to Cetaceans
					
						
		
	
		
	

					
				
														
											
							
								
									
									
										29,067
										Individual cetaceans were seen in 2022
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										Species were seen in 2022. Hourglass dolphins, narwhals and southern right whales were recorded by ORCA for the first time
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									Common dolphin encounters in 2022  - the most frequently sighted species
								

							

							
								
									
									62 distance sampling ferry surveys across 10 routes operated by 3 companies and 116 effort based surveys in partnership with 6 cruise companies and 3 ferry companies were conducted in 2022
								


								
									
										
										In total, 154,159km of effort was conducted in 2022. The Northwest Passage was surveyed for the first time by ORCA
									

								


								
									
										Volunteer ORCA OceanWatchers conducted 1,623km of survey effort in 2022. Most effort was collected from cruise ships, followed by ferries and then other boats. Heaviside dolphins were recorded - a first for ORCA
										
									

								

							

						

						
							
								2,735 cetaceans were recorded by volunteer ORCA OceanWatchers on the OceanWatchers app - at sea and on land
								

							

						

									

											
											
							
								The UK Government is failing to protect whales and dolphins, concludes a House of Commons select committee report in 2023. NGOs submitted evidence and were witnesses in the inquiry and will continue to urge the UK Government to make positive changes to protect marine mammals in UK waters
								
							

							
								
								Iceland, Norway and Japan continue to hunt whales despite commercial whaling being banned in 1986. 998 whales were slaughtered in 2022. Whaling causes extensive suffering and a 2023 independent report by the Icelandic Government concluded whaling breaks Iceland’s own animal welfare laws. Whaling is currently suspended in Iceland, to be reviewed August 31st 2023
							

							
								Anthropogenic noise can affect marine mammals in a variety of ways, depending on the frequency and intensity of the noise source. Potential impacts range from behavioural changes and displacement through to masking of natural sounds hearing loss at certain frequencies, physical injury and even death
								
							

							
								As vessel traffic increases, collisions between ships and cetaceans are a growing concern. Shipping lanes overlap with cetacean migration routes, feeding grounds and breeding grounds, putting many species at risk during critical life stages
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							ORCA Survey Blog – our first Bay of Biscay ferry survey of 2024
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					Read article
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							Here is our weekly snapshot summary of where ORCA has been and (most importantly) what we have seen...
						

						
							08/04/2024
						

						
							
						

					


					Read article
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							A race to the bottom - why are trawlers being allowed to damage MPAs?
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					Lizzie Daly
					
						
		
	
		
	

					
				
															
				
					Nigel Marven
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							Chris is an ORCA patron, television presenter, wildlife expert, photographer and author with a passionate concern for conservation and the environment.

						

						
							
							The importance of what ORCA does cannot be over estimated. They enthuse all who come close with a desire to know more
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							Mark is a zoologist, outspoken conservationist, award-winning writer, TV & radio presenter, wildlife photographer, wildlife tour leader and magazine columnist. 

						

						
							
							Every time I head out to sea I get the same uplifting feeling, the same good vibes. When I see a whale I am floating, on a high, living on another planet
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							Lizzie is a conservationist, biologist, science communicator and broadcaster who has had a passion for nature and an obsession with the marine environment.

						

						
							
							I have seen first-hand what a difference ORCA make in helping protect our oceans after crossing the Bay of Biscay to look out for cetaceans
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							Nigel is a producer and presenter of wildlife films for television. He has travelled to every corner of the globe, filming a whole array of species of mammal, reptile, bird and fish.

						

						
							
							The ORCA team play a pivotal role in marine conservation, we can’t protect what we don’t know about
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							ORCA, Brittany Centre,

Wharf Road, Portsmouth

PO2 8RU, UK
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